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HOP Is Moving!
countless children, communities and organizations at our 
educational presentations each year!

Without these aviaries, each year many owls and hawks 
would be out of a place to recover from falls and injuries, 
for transitioning between medical check ups and reunites 
and without a safe place to be slow released.

Please help us continue this 
important work by making a 
tax deductible donation! Much 
of this daunting task will be 
completed by Hungry Owl 
Project volunteers, but there 
will be considerable cost for 
us. Like many non-profit 
wildlife organizations, these 
past few years have been 
especially difficult and we are 
always operating beyond the 
limits of our budget (thanks 
entirely to the dedicated efforts 
of our intrepid volunteer team). 
However, we desperately need 
financial help. Your tax 

deductible donation will go a long way in helping with the 
construction of new aviaries, with expanding our education 
program and with the difficult transition we are making 
from our old home to our new one to make this new site the 
best Hungry Owl Project yet! The owls and HOP cannot 
thank you enough for your support!

Donate using the supplied envelope or online at:
www.hungryowl.org

In early June, we found out that we will have to move our 
home office and the site of our aviaries. This came as a bit 
of a shock as our current site had been the home of HOP 
for many many years. We're excited to announce that 
we've since found a new home-base in a great location 
near Black Point at the fringes of Novato, CA and will be 
moving soon. Fortunately, this site is surrounded by great 
Barn Owl habitat!

As difficult as an unexpected 
move is, we’re approaching this 
as an opportunity to grow. 
We’ve been wanting to expand 
our education program for a 
long time and this new site will 
help facilitate this growth. One 
of the great benefits of our new 
location is that it’s larger. Our 
hope is that we will be able to 
hold events and classes on site 
and no longer be limited only to 
the various spaces we rent 
throughout the Bay Area.

Unfortunately, along with the 
exciting upcoming possibilities, this move also means that 
we have to build new aviaries (and construct them in a 
very short amount of time). Our aviaries are a critical 
component of our organization. They house fallen, 
injured, and or orphaned owls and hawks, where they are 
taken care of until they are ready to be released or reunited 
with their families. We also use them to slow release many 
owls back into the wild each year, and of course, one of 
these aviaries is the home of our non-releasable 
Ambassador Barn Owl, Wookie, the very owl who thrills 

We’re on the move! Orphaned Barn Owl chicks getting 
ready for foster care and slow release with HOP.
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As long as RB holds EPA up in court, they can keep selling 
their death-dealing products! This has a local connection 
here in the Bay Area because Reckitt-Benckiser’s parent 
company has purchased our beloved local chain Peet’s 
Coffee! Sad, but true.  Decaf d-Con anyone?

More and more studies are establishing links between 
secondary rodenticide poisoning and destruction of wildlife. 
Even the rare and elusive carnivore, the fisher (a member of 
the weasel family and a candidate for endangered species 
protection) has been found dead from rodenticide poisoning. 
This mammal lives far from humans, how can this be? The 
answer is marijuana. Many growers have illegally taken 
over areas of wilderness to grow their crops. Marijuana is 
not necessarily a “green” crop. Growers divert streams, cut 
down trees and plants, destroy public lands, and use deadly 
herbicides and rodenticides. Fishers have now joined 
mountain lions, bobcats, and foxes as some of the more 
elusive beneficial predators killed by rodent poisons.

There is only one answer: Don’t use rodenticides! There are 
other ways, and the Hungry Owl Project can help! We are 
also part of the broad coalition of conservation groups 

known as RATS (Raptors are the Solution 
– www.raptorsarethesolution.org).  HOP 
is heartened by all the conservation and 
grassroots efforts, focused on this terrible 
problem. Please speak out if you find bait 
boxes in your neighborhood, HOA 
complex, local stores, or anywhere! The 
Hungry Owl Project and RATS websites 
have wonderful posters and brochures 
that you can use to help spread the word. 
You too can be part of the coalition!

Find non-toxic solutions for rodent 
problems and more information on 
the battle against rodenticies at the 
following websites:

www.hungryowl.org
www.raptorsarethesolution.org 

In 2008, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
determined that various rodenticides posed an 
“unreasonable risk” to children, pets, and wildlife. The EPA 
gave manufacturers three years to switch to safer products, 
and remove loose pellets from 
consumer stores. As of February 
2013, all but one of the companies 
has complied. Unfortunately, d-Con 
maker Reckitt-Benckiser (RB) has 
refused and has vowed to continue 
to fight the EPA–it doesn’t even 
want to make its packages 
tamper-proof for children. RB’s 
products are sold under the d-Con 
brand. These products contain 
“second generation” anticoagulant 
compounds that can poison pets and 
children and cause hawks, owls, and 
other wildlife to bleed to death.
 
We have a situation where the other 
companies have obeyed the EPA’s 
order, but not only has RB not 
obeyed, they now essentially have a 
monopoly on this particular product! 

An Update on the Battle Against 
Rodent Poisons (Rodenticides)
by Maggie Rufo

d-Con, still readily available on store shelves.

Please don’t poison my dinner!

photo by J. Fox

photo by Star Dewar



3

Volunteer Spotlight:
Sabrina Dolan

We recently caught up with HOP volunteer Sabrina Dolan 
for this edition of the our volunteer spotlight. Sabrina has 
been volunteering with HOP for almost 3 years. She starting 
with orphaned owl foster care, recently joined the owl box 
monitoring team and now works with our Ambassador 
Animals as well. Here’s a brief interview with Sabrina:

Where did your passion for owls and other wildlife 
come from?
I’ve adored animals all my life, but my passion for wildlife 
became amplified when I started at College of Marin in 
2008. Around that time I was watching a lot of David 
Attenbourgh nature programs. I was inspired to take 
Biology classes and ended up taking years of Natural 
History courses about animals. One of the first of these 
courses was based in Alaska, where we saw quite a few 
owls. It was so exciting, and I found the owls to be my 
favorite of the birds we saw. From then on I was sold.

What has been your favorite or most memorable 
experience from volunteering with HOP thus far?
There have been many memorable experiences. Traveling 
the bay area monitoring boxes, my first owl handling 
experience, participating in a Red Tail Hawk reunite, getting 
emails from people over the world and Evening With Owls 
events are a few. It has been such a wonderful experience 
getting to feed and observe the foster Barn Owls over the 
past few years. I feel so lucky to be able to help do a small 
part in giving these guys a second chance. However, my 
favorite part of volunteering is the satisfaction that I am 
helping give back to this planet, the environment and 
wildlife in a positive way. 

What advice can you give to others hoping to do 
something positive for wildlife?
If you want to help, find a way that works for you and your 
life. Volunteering and donating are two of the most needed 
things, but they do not work for everyone. There are other 
small things you can do that do not take too much time or 
effort. Sign petitions online, create a wildlife friendly 
home/yard, use biodegradable and non-toxic products, eat 
organic, pickup litter you find, drive alert, keep a local 
wildlife hotline number in your phone, mind your pets, eat 
sustainable fish, etc. Lead by example and you may inspire 
others. Most importantly, If you learn about wildlife and 
keep informed on environmental issues your awareness will 
naturally bring positive things.

Lastly, do you have a favorite owl?
This is an extremely difficult question! There are so many 
amazing owls all over the world. Right now I am partial to 
the smaller owls. I always really enjoy seeing a Saw Whet 
owl. They are so cute, small and innocent looking. Yet, they 
are still amazing predators. The Great Gray Owl is up there 
as well.

Interested in volunteering? Visit us at:
www.hungryowl.org
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Would you like to name a Hungry Owl Project aviary? Make 
a donation of $5,000 or more and we will give one of our 
new aviaries the name of your choice. It can be your family's 
name, a name in honor of someone, or something else (we 
would need to approve it, but as long as it's not inappropriate, 
it should be fine!). Donate using the supplied envelope or 
visit: www.hungryowl.org

Name a HOP Aviary!

One of our old trusty aviaries, soon to be replaced.



What does HOP do?

Nesting Boxes
We sell nesting boxes for Owls, Blue Birds and Bats. Also: 
installations, site consultations, box cleaning and complete 
management programs for vineyards, ranches, HOAs, 
schools, private residences and more.

Education Program
Educational presentations for schools, communities, 
vineyards and more. School projects for students and 
classrooms. Website information resource.

Raptor Rescue & Reunite (RRR) Program
Owl & hawk rescues and reunites, orphan foster care and an 
emergency hotline.
 
Tree Life Program
Wildlife-safe tree work education for arborists and the 
public. Site visits and tree occupancy reports.

Blue Bird Program
Nesting boxes, site consultations and installations. Programs 
for schools. Blue Birds are excellent insect controllers!

Owl Cams
Online streaming cameras to follow the life cycle of owls in 
nesting boxes.

This is just a sampling of what we do. For more info visit:
www.hungryowl.org4
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Great Grey Owl fledgeling - photo by Kurt Lindsay
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